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5: A City Steep
back more than 1200 years, Nikko's religiou

Extending back more than 1200 years,
Nikko's religious history has a deep
connection to nature, The mountains in
this region have been considered sacred
since at least the eighth century, when
the revered monk and mountain ascetic
Shodo Shonin (735-817) arrived here.
Shodo Shonin founded a religious
community which came to be known as
Nikkozan. Nikkozan included both Shinto
shrines and Buddhist temples, and rites
from both religions were practiced here.
The buildings of Nikkozan's shrine-
temple complex that stand today were
builtin the first half of the seventeenth
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